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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early Microscopes:

Compound and simple microscope

1799

signed: Johs. Schepens Amsteldam Ao 1799

Brass microscope on folding tripod, stored in an inlaid wooden box (14x37x24). To the pillar are attached the arm carrying the optical tube, a stage and the substage mirror. The pillar rests on a compass-joint and can be tilted backwards. The optical tube contains an eyepiece, a fieldlens, a ‘between’lens and an objective. Focusing by moving the stage with bracket and clamp. Fine focusing with a screw. The construction permits aquatic movement. The cruciform stage has a hole, a keyhole slit and a slot underneath for accessories

The accessories comprise: 6 objectives and a carrier for the objectives, 5 simple lenses (two of which lack their lenses), arm for carrying the simple lenses and the lieberkuhns, 2 lieberkuhnobjectives, lieberkuhn, an eyepiece with two lenses, condenser with a clear lens, separate opaque lens for the condenser in a brass container, arm to attach the condenser to the stage, 2 brass stage inserts, glass stage insert, spring stage, illumination lens, tweezers, stage forceps, separate arm for attaching the stage forceps and illumination lens to the stage, brass slider with glasses for home-made preparations, fish-plate, 2 circular glass plates in brass can, empty brass can, set of assembling keys, [6 pieces of debris].

Johannes Schepens, a silversmith living in Amsterdam, probably was both the maker and owner of this instrument. He was a well-known amateur of microscopy. Ph. A. Nemnich wrote in his Tagebuch einer der Kultur und Industrie gewidmeten Reise (Tubingen, 1809, p. 372/3) about a proposed visit to Schepens: Schepens, formerly silversmith in Amsterdam, was nearly tirelessly busy, for his own pleasure, with microscopic activities. Principally he was busy for about forty years with the anatomy of the bee and tickbean and he depicted and described the results himself. Nemnich was anxious to see the monument of  Schepens’ patience, but that unlucky person had just suffered a stroke. The ‘monument’ mentioned by Nemnich was probably the treatise of the bee, illustrated with coloured drawings, now in the library of Artis (Amsterdam). 
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